TAKS Pull-out

* When teaching junior high, students would be pulled from
my choir class at different times of the year: October, November,
and January. My 7th graders are first-year choir students. This
especially hurt the boys’ choirs because sometimes the MOST
talented musicians were pulled—not for failing their academic
class—but for doing poorly on a mock exam. When they pulled
students in January, it was especially hurtful to the rest of the
choir because our contest was before spring break in March.
Then all TAXS pull-out students were put back into choir in late
April—just before TAKS and two weeks before our spring con-
cert. These students had lost a huge portion of the training. They
often became frustrated and quit because they did not advance to
upper choirs because their skills were behind. In addition, it was
particularly difficult dealing with the behavior of returning stu-
dents who were behind and not on board because they had been
in a different class for most of the year.

* Some of my elementary music students are pulled around
October/November and have their schedule changed to Plato (as
tutorials), then given back to me in March (after they have passed
their TAKS test)—which means they have missed 5 months of
instruction.

* Certain kids are absent from class on average of three times
weekly and I was told that I could NOT require the student to
come in for extra help on music that they clearly did not know.
I specifically asked about giving a student a grade in my class
and the response was “you cannot penalize the student,” which
meant give them the grade without their earning it.

* At one of our middle schools, a band program of 225 kids as
of the end of February 2009 had kids pulled from band for TAKS
tutorials 793 times.

* All classes in a middle school in our district had to focus on
TAKS materials for the two weeks prior to the test. All.teachers
were divided into math, reading, social studies, etc. sessions and
given a curriculum to teach. Band directors had to teach math,
choir directors taught social studies, etc. to random students for
two weeks. A new schedule was created and no electives, PE,
or non-TAKS subjects were taught for those two weeks. This
happened twice in the spring semester. Teachers felt inadequate
and unprepared to teach material that was unfamiliar to them in
addition to losing four weeks of teaching in their subject area.
Our band didn’t compete in their UIL Concert and Sightreading
Contest because there were not enough students for the right
instrumentation. This was because of all the pull-outs.

* All the elective teachers had to teach math during their
music classes and had to give the students band or choir grades.

* At the beginning of this school year I lost approximately
30% of my seventh grade band members to TAKS math reme-

diation. My school is in a lower socio-economic area, where par-
ent support suffers for various reasons, and student success is
affected. Many of those students who were removed from my
class needed band as it’s the one place that they felt successful
and accepted during the school day. Mine was often one of the
few passing grades they received, and I was often the one teacher
who could go into-ARDs and parent conferences and say positive
things about the students’ participation and progress. We have
all read the statistics about how participation in music activities
aids in math comprehension. We know how important it is for
students to be involved in activities in middle school and high
school in order for them to stay out of trouble and finish school-
especially in lower socioeconomic areas. Children in my school
are being punished for their struggle in another classroom by
being stripped of these opportunities to succeed in mine.

* I'am a middle school art teacher. I have approximately 25-35
percent of every class in pull-out TAKS tutorials. My students
are in pull-outs 2 to 4 days a week. They are not required to make
up work, as that would be a “penalty” to them. The students who
miss 4 days per week don’t meet any of the required state stan-
dards for my class. Were they to be evaluated based on what they
learn when they are here they would meet only 20% or less of the
state and national expectations.

* The choir couldn’t participate in their UIL contest this year
because the students enrolled were not in class enough of the
time due to TAKS pull-outs.

* Students are being pulled out during the day and forced to
go to TAKS tutorials after school. When can our music teachers
teach?
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fair to the student to be enrolled in art and have his/her TAKS
Remediation grade take the place of art grades. Several parents
are aware of this and are not happy.

* A choir teacher told me they had to drop a group going to
UIL contest because students were being pulled so often.

* Aband director has indicated that some beginners are quit-
ting band due to being pulled so much. They are losing their
confidence and are getting so far behind the rest of the class, they
are just dropping band.

* Three years ago our 6th grade beginner band students were
pulled from band class. I was told that no teacher should pull
those kids, yet 40% of our beginners were pulled consistently
throughout the school year. Obviously, this problem caused mas-
sive learning problems in our class at that time and those students
are now my freshmen in high school and we are still remediating
them. I fear some of them will continue to be behind through
the next few years. I think one thing the legislature must under-
stand is that pulling any student from any subject is a short-term
solution that creates much longer term problems. Because of the
TAKS testing system, it becomes painfully obvious that some
care only about the immediate short-term learning and coach-
ing on passing the test. This is the biggest disagreement between
“big picture” teachers and those who are only worried about
immediate test results. As music educators, sponsors, directors,
coaches, etc., we have a vested interest in the success of our stu-
dents at every level. We know and respect that the lower levels of
instruction lead directly and have a direct impact that affects us
at the higher levels,

* I had six students pulled out of my first period class (begin-
ner woodwinds) MWF from Jan 19-March 6. I currently have
seven students pulled out of my first period class MWF from
March 23—April 24. Three of these kids were also in the first
group of six that was pulled out. So they will basically have 29
days of band over four months. At first, I tried to teach new mate-
rial only on Tuesdays and Thursdays, but the whole class started
to get behind. So, I would just teach new material and the kids
that missed would have to get the information on the review.
Right now, I have two kids being pulled out of Symphonic Band
2 weeks before contest. The worst part about that is they are the
only persons on their instruments, tenor sax and baritone. When
they aren’t there, their part isn’t being played. My co-worker has
seven students being pulled out of Concert Band 2 weeks before
contest. His band only has 30 people, so that’s 25% being pulled
out.

* The students who have pull-outs in my school are also usu-
ally in at least one elective geared toward the course in which
they are in danger of not passing TAKS. This same student has
4 core classes (each 90 minutes), 1 core/TAKS elective (45 min-
utes) and then pullouts instead of their 2nd elective. So, a student
who struggles in math may have math for over 3 hours a day 4
out of 5 school days! This is terrifying since these tutorials are
not new strategies or co-curricular ways of teaching math (etc)
but the same old rote learning. The likelihood that these students
will excel is slim.

* We have students being pulled from the varsity band class
in junior high for TAKS remediation. Some have been pulled
from band and choir classes for days and weeks at a time. This
has been done with absolutely no regard for what it will do to
the ensemble and have said, “Well, after all it is just band and not
TAKS, and until you start testing band, TAKS takes priority.”

* One of my 4th grade music classes was cancelled each week
so I could tutor a small group of 4th grade students for TAKS.

* We have a class called “EPIC” that students are automati-
cally placed in if they are failing a course or are in major jeopardy
of failing the TAKS. We had eight students fall into this category
after winter break this year and were automatically pulled from
the program. In addition, some students were placed in this class
WITHOUT parental notification. In addition, we do have stu-
dents pulled for tutoring for TAKS after they have failed the first
test. Our students pulled out for GROUP MEDIATION, TAKS
TUTORING, EPIC, you name it.

* I have had middle school choir students pulled completely
from my class for 6 weeks for TAKS intervention. I was never
notified. They just disappear from my on-line attendance.

* I have students who are pulled for a 6-week period before a
specific TAKS test 3 days a weck. The students cannot be penal-
ized or have any privileges dented them.

* I had a sixth grade girl that needed remediation. At first
she was pulled Monday, Wednesday and Friday for help. I went
to the teacher that pulled her out and asked how long this was
going to last. Her response was 6 weeks. I asked if there was any
way to shorten that and she said if they could see her every day
then it would only be 2 to 3 weeks. I said that was fine since it
was shorter. Well, 2 to 3 turned into 6 to 8 weeks. The student
eventually had to drop my class because she wasn’t there to get
the material and could not be assessed on it.

* We had ten 6th grade students who were pulled completely
out of band at the beginning of the semester because they needed
a TAKS tutorial class. They could not be pulled from their PE.
class due to the new daily requirement. They will now miss this
opportunity in their lives and we will miss out on their talents.

* We have come across a situation this year with the “Just in
Time” program. This program is for students who have either
failed a class or are in danger of failing a class for the semester.
The students are being pulled from band class every other day.
There has been no communication from the sponsor of the JIT
program. The students have just come to me and told me that
they’ll no longer be in band class on either A or B days. This
has caused a significant number of problems within the last 2
months that this program has been used. Kids are getting behind
on their music and they miss a ton of information not only on
becoming a better musician, but also the logistics of rehearsals,
performances, etc.

* When the music room was the stage, all my afternoon classes
were cancelled so the cafeteria could be used to tutor the entire
4th grade for TAKS writing. I was one of the tutoring teachers.

* There are four fourth grade teachers on our campus who
rarely send their students to music. Mine is the only rotation class
to which they are not sent. I have seen some of these students
only twice this year. At the beginning of the year I was asked to
give them a grade anyway; however, that has since changed. The
kids have no idea what they’re doing and are not able to grasp
the second-grade-level lessons I use in place of the fourth grade
lessons. In an effort to correct the problem, I've met with the
administrators, the team leader, and teachers. Each time I have
been assured the issue will be corrected, but it has not changed.
How sad for the students.

* I work at an exemplary-rated school. It is common opinion
that the school has reached and maintained this rating due to
the extensive tutoring required for all students. Tutoring during

Texas Music Educators Association « (888) 31.8-8632/(512) 452-0710 * www.tmea.org



S10°'BSLUY MMM o OTLO-ZSY (ZTS)/ZE98-8TE (888} » UONEBIOOSSY $10120NP7 JISNIA SEXOL

-aannadinod 5q
01 9[qe 219m pue ‘sypuow 10§ Surredard wa3q pPeY M 108F A3 JO
ssopIe3a1 ‘pueq PIPRIOUT SIY T, 1593 SHVI, Y3 pIesmos ysnd Siq
Y3 aEWI puE PIey APnis P{nom SIUIPNIs IEY3 05 pasodurt seam san
-1A1)OE [0OY2S-}JO [[E UO LINIIOJEIOoN spu-sndures ® “gS/D TIN
1e 9ouewnioztad panpayds Ino 03 Jouid s3aam om3 83K 158 »
*1S9IT0D
A1 weys juelrodiut 210w Sem SV, 1L P[O3 SEA ] 1] ISAUOD
10} OTSTIL JISU[} LLIES| PUE SSE[D 03 SWIOD P[ROD SIUIPTIS Y1 OS I[N
-paYos € IN0 JI0Mm 03 patiy | "poLIad 3eam-g STH3 JO S[ppiut Ay Ul
sea 1503U02 PuEq TI() "SYPMM 9 Inoqe Jo A[rep Sunoin SHVL
01 Suniodar syuepnis pueq pey 003 ] ‘03 SIEDA 92IUT, »
‘189K 35€] U YEeam d19m 433
1et 109[qns SV, Y3 Ul P¥20[q-I[qnop 313m Aoy asnedaq B9k
ST} pueq 9l O) PIMO[E JOU 2I9M OUM SIUIPNIS SAET I »
-ureSe dn uSrs 03 1e24 snowadid o
s pajutoddesip 1o paSeinodsip 001 21am SISO Y T, "PUEq Ut St
STUaPTIS g 91 JO AN A[Uo T894 1XaU 3T, "1190U0D Sundg apy
ut Aegd 30U pIp PUE ‘paUIEd] PEI 34 JEYM JO LONUI U110310] PEY
Aot “AeYA U 3oEq SUUED A3 USY M -uoneredoid §3V.L 10f [Hdy
JO YIUOWI 11U 3 105 ($3sse[ s[e1ad§ 13130 [[e pue) pueq apesd
3G PaeoUEd S[O0YoS AIEIUSIS[D AL JO JUO ‘§OOT Sunidg uf »
“191] uo paddoip quioq Je
Suraey I23J€ “[[€ 18 IOYOEA) E [[1S ST AYS IBL} YIOM S ITDIERN Ieak
1SITJ STY3 03 JUSUIEISa) E st ] "sarjddns ou pue Jurtresm Ou M
sse[o 03 Aep sures ay3 U0 [[e dn SULMOYS SIUIPNIS MU snid-09
i swo[qoId SATY PINOM IYIE3) UEISIAA B UIAY 19719303 SSEP
o3 doay 03 JOpIO UI SATAOW Paje[RL-OIsnu Jo uorssaidord e 3w
-MOUs 01 P3110SaI JSYIED] Y A[[EnIuead pue swdjqod 101a8Yaq
O3UT PIIE[SUEI} SIL ], "0NPOIIUT O3 PILII JIYIEI} Y3 JEY3 [ELIIETU
Mou ANV Y dn doay warp djay 03 UOHMEPUNOJ PI[OS 23 Ay
1,uptp A5y 9sNESDq DISMLU AYI[SIP 03 UESSQ PUE PIIBNSTLY 1M
SI9PI0731 JNOTILM JO PUILI] SI9M OUA SIUSPNIS I, "2uod sem
I91S33S AU} J[EY 19A0 2ouls Asuow Jy3 pudds 01 Iuwem LUPIp
£ay3 9sniEdaq SSE[D 10J I9PI0IAI B 2sEYInd 03 PISTIAT INO B[J SIUD
-1ed Ssjuspnis Mau oyl JO AUBUL JEL} UOTIUIU O3 I0N] yoeoidde
ST} TWOIJ 31J3USq SIUSPTIS [[€ 10U pue auwry siy3 Sutmp ssaxdoid
ON Apinjosqe spew Suriomi sy3 UIop 219 Oy SIUIPTIS I}
jer pun ut doay Ing ‘espt 38318 € 331 SPUNOS STY |, “19YI0 YB3
10113 10ad WIS} PEY PUE SYI9M [EIIAIS IXOU 33 J0F sdnois [rewus
ojur dn wayy paired Jys 0s ‘Op 03 IS[3 IEYM A0UY JUPIP IYIE)

UVHA LSHI € Su10q oupeas ST, [SIuapris 0§ HFAQ 03 $9218
SSE[D 9Y3 JO JTWOS JOO3 OS[E ST, "I50] Ap1a1dod “Aes 03 ssa[padut
‘3lam pUE ‘SITAWUNISUT QN PEY 1SN Surdurs/Buideid/uniim
/Surpeas jo uotssaidoxd oy ut pureq SHINOW 2194 Suspmias
asay ], "dn moys 03 SuIoS J19m SYIUOW I0F SSE U U33] UPEY
oy SIULpNIS (o9 1EY3 Sururesm ON PEY 19Y2Ea1 YL jAep ouIes
a3 O [[e SSe[> otsnuu ut dn 3oeq pamoys Arestdew ‘Guriom) 10y
PI[NPAYDSII PUE SISSED JISTILU PIPAMOII-IA0 JO N0 UIE U3
Asnorasxd pey oym syuepmis 9 ‘[udy pra ut £ep 2UQ
“JUSTUNIISUL
[eowsnu € Aerd 01 Moy patires] daey ASY) ey JUI put ‘suon
-sanb 1omsue ‘opuie ue pear Aduwis jouued Ay, “ISYPEII/UBID
-1snitu [euotssajoud pauren ay3 wolj Joddns yonw I sompoeId
uo-spuey saxmbar Jeys 192qns € 103 warqoid 530y ® s1STY ], MO
papmd Suieq 03 anp J10m passuu AUE 10§ SIUSPRIS ISR speid
01 P3MO[[E 10U OS[E WE T “[eardul dais Aoy JO J[EY ISP 343
sonpoud 03 juswaoe(d radoxd syp s1etnss Ap3eanaoe 03 s1a3uiy
159419 DUEISTP S Y SIUSWRINSEIW [edisArd OS[e 1nq ‘san
-[EA 330U JO UOISIAIPGNS JO WLIOY U1 UT Y10( SIUSTIAINSEIUL 35T
SULpMIS Yot T Sutafos wafqoid 2A1EaI> pue ‘FunjuIy) [EDILD
Suia(oaur 109[gns 2ATSUIUT A[EONBLUAYIEL I9TIET B IO parmd
Suraq oIe syuopns 33y, 3s33u00 SurpeanySig 2 110U0D TIN
oy ur gedonired am USYA $S90011S JO IOUELD OU JABY Katp (pouuny
U3 JO 940F WAL 235 03 393 A[uo A3} USYM SIUIPMIS [FIYSSIINS
2onpoid 01 pa3oadxa 3q I9AS ISYIE JILSPEIE UE PINoOM—9,0%)
1ET]3 9Y{1[ PIOI2I SDUEPUIIIE UE LU "I[NPIYDS 1913 UO SIEIS ITITLY
SAEP 9A1J 93U} JO PEIISUT 2944 Jod AEp 0M] BIISIYDIO PUINIE 03 [T
Suiaq A[uo sjuapnis saafoaut syno-[nd yasm ousLdxd AN »
-(199fo1d 1ay10UE SUNTEIS 218 M ISNEII] JUOP 128
10U [[IA 31 T3 SUBIUI A[[ENST YOTYM) SUOP IOM J19Tf3 Sunio8 areg
woay axyew Aew papnd Suiaq 1o 9o3foid e uo parrers wayl 128 o1
UOSSa] 3S11J I3 sSTu ABW SI[VT, 10F pI[[nd 18 oy SIIpIS Y,
-dn moys syuapnis a3e[ AY3 awn 3y Aq Uossa] 3y ySne Apeaire
aney ] Aep o Jo ssep 1811y oy sy “(d[ay e1x3 pIdu oym SIuIp
-n3s ar3) Sunioin SV, 103 paf[nd 21e syuapnis opeid 371 o
-28e10AE UO Aep € ()] INOQE SUIIS 218 3M
‘SSB[D PUEQq IJUIPNIS-GE INO JO INQ o3 Jod SSE[D [IEL JO SINOY
Z/1 21 ApPiewuxoxdde ur 3nsai pinom yoIGM §IIM E SAED 2ALJ
01 1n0j SULIOIN] UI SIE SIUPpNIS AUE SuLIoINd [0OYDS-UI JO Kep
U0 SB[ J€ UI I SIOPEI IXIS TV "S[qepUstuLiod Jo a8ejuas1ad
Y81y ® oq [[148 21911 05 JUIpTIS IpeId XIS 41949 I0F INq “SIUP
-n3s Su38nns 107 1snl 10u aoerd Surfel st sInOY [0OYIS Jendal



